Stone Tools from Arsanjan Area, Fars Province, Iran 



March 2007 

Produced by Joint Archaeological Mission of Iran National Museum 

and Tsukuba University, Japan 



;!S-£SS v '^|iiNi^ ' ''-'^ ■ ''"■'' " '"''' ' " "'"'^'^ ' "" v;V! " , ' v '"" """' £ereidoun Biglari" ^"^"' *' "' 

!|liS§$l! 5" " ' ' ^" lllilf ' 'ISI^, '^ " ' '' ' ' -^^^1-?' ' " ^'v ■' ::*' -KS^IlK '; :-, ^National ^qs£um#£|n^ 






The Fars region has had an important piace in the initial phases of Paleolithic research in Iran. Although the presence 
of stone tools in the south of Caspian had been noted as early as the 1900s (de Morgan 1907), but it was in the early 
1930s that W. Brown, a geologist with the Anglo-Iranian oil company found a number of Middle Paleolithic artifacts 
to the south of the Lake Bakhtegan (Field 1939). This early discovery was followed in 1934 by a survey by Brown and 
Henry Field around Lake Maharlu leading to the discovery of two rockshelters with bladelet industries (Field 1939). 
Despite these first steps, from the late 1940s Fars became a backwater for Paleolithic research as archaeologists 
rushed to central Zagros and to a lesser degree to other parts of the country for field work. 

Nearly three decades of hiatus in Paleolithic research in Fars came to an end with the discovery of two Paleolithic 
sites of Jahrom and Eshkaft-e Gavi by William Sumner in 1969. Summers discoveries indicated that the region was 
occupied by hunter-gatherer groups during both Middle and Upper Paleolithic periods (Piperno 1972; Rosenberg 
1985). A few years later, Marcello Piperno revisited one of the rockshelters discovered by Brown and Field near Lake 
Maharlu and collected nearly 300 flint artifacts of Upper Paleolithic industry (Piperno 1974). 

It was in the latter half of 1 970s that Paleolithic research in Fars made a turn towards more systematic and in ten- 
sive surveys as an American and a Japanese team focused on the Paleolithic of the region. These surveys were directed 
by Michael Rosenberg in Marvdasht and Jiro Ikeda in Arsanjan from 1976 to 1978. The new research shed more light 
on the Paleolithic of the southern Zagros, adding to the information from the much more extensively studied western 
Zagros. 

Following Sumner's suggestion, Michael Rosenberg had a brief visit to the Marvdasht region in 1976 to evaluate the 
Paleolithic potential of the plain. This initial visit was followed by a systematic survey of the western half of the plain in 
1978. But his survey came to a halt with the Iranian Revolution of 1979, preventing him from completing his survey as 
it was originally planned to cover the entire plain. During the 1978 survey, 29 caves and rockshelters and a number of 
open-air sites were located and sampled that, chronologically, fall within Middle Paleolithic through Upper Paleolithic 
and Epipaleolithic periods (Rosenberg 1988). 

It the same year, Ikeda and his team visited the region "to obtain information on the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic 
cultures in the Southern Iran" (Ikeda 1979: 1). The Japanese mission spent two months surveying the Arsanjan plain 
which turned out to be rich in Paleolithic remains. This systematic survey resulted in locating and sampling of 196 
archaeological sites, 165 of which dating to Middle, Paleolithic, Upper Paleolithic and Epipaleolithic periods, and some 
with non-diagnostic artifacts. The remaining sites date to the Neolithic and later periods. Nearly 5000 stone artifacts 
were collected, mainly from caves and rockshelters (Ikeda 1979). Although a productive survey, the collected material 
were never published in detail. The only publication on this survey was an illustrated catalogue with a short introduction, 
an inventory of the sites, and their archaeological collections, location maps of the sites, Iithic and ceramic drawings 
and more than 70 photos of the sites and artifacts (Ikeda 1979). 

Because of paucity in publications, the Arsanjan material remained unknown to the wider audience engaged in 
Paleolithic research in Iran and never contributed to the body of information on the Iranian Paleolithic. For instance, 
Philip Smith, in his monograph on the Iranian Paleolithic (Smith 1986) does not even make a mention of the Arsanjan 




sites. It was only the late Enayatollah Amirlou, who made a brief mention of 
the Arsanjan survey in a review paper published in the Iranian Journal of 
Archaeology and History (Amirlou 1986). 

There is no argument that the Arsanjan project is one of the most 
intensive Paleolithic surveys in Iran, yielding the largest number of Paleo- 
lithic-Epipaleolithic sites from a single survey. Some of the sites do seem 
to have in situ material and deposits that promise fruitful excavations re- 
sults. Of these, the most remarkable are K 9-5 and A 5-3 (Tang-e Shikan). 
Some Mousterian artifacts and numerous large fragments of herbivore bones 
were found in brecciated archaeological deposits at K 9-5. 

We are pleased that recently two members of Arsanjan survey 
team, A. Tsuneki and M. Nishida returned to Iran to undertake a detailed 
re-analysis of the lithic material stored in the National Museum of Iran. 
The results of this study are presented in this volume. Our Japanese col- 
leagues plan to return to Arsanjan to carry out excavations in some of the 
more promising sites, of which the Middle Paleolithic rockshelter K 9-5 
seems to be the first choice. The data recovered during the 1977 survey 
could be combined with the fresh data from future excavations as a means for elucidating the questions of interest includ- 
ing paleoenvironmental reconstructions, spatial considerations involved in site selection by Paleolithic groups, and 
settlement and land use patterns through Middle to Upper Paleolithic and Epipaleolithic periods in general. 

Concerning past regional climatic changes, Lake Tashk, located at close distance to Arsanjan can offer many 
opportunities. This young lake was probably formed during the late Upper Pleistocene (Krinsley 1970). Pollen and 
other material discovered in the lake-bed sediments can be used to trace such environmental changes during late Upper 
Pleistocene in the Arsanjan region as cores from lakes Zeribar and Mirabad had already done so for the western Zagros 
(van Zeist and Bottema 1977; Snyder et al. 2001). The study at the west Zagros lakes allowed paleoenvironmental 
interpretations that in turn had some implications for the Upper Paleolithic-Epipaleolithic occupation of the region (Smith 
1986). 

Another important aspect of future research in the region is systematic mapping of endangered sites and their 
registration that can aid in their protection and conservation. Some sites have recently been registered by S. Barn under 
the direction of provincial office of ICHTO in Pars (Sirus Barfi, personal communication, 2006). 

It is clear that there is a tremendous amount of work that remains to be done in the southern Zagros. A new 
series of Paleolithic finds are made in Fars by a young generation of Iranian archaeologists since the late 1990s, 
resulting in the discovery and recording of many previously unknown sites. Among the new field research one can mention 
surveys in Kazeroun, Marvdasht and Sa-adat Shahr by A. Dashtizadeh, surveys in the Pasargadae Plain by F. Zarei and H. 
Karami, surveys around Shiraz and Pasargadae by S. Barfi, survey in Bab Anar 
near Jahrom by A. Hosseini and A. Dashtizadeh, survey in Marvdasht by S. Heydari 
and E. Gbasidian, and survey at the vicinity of Persepolis by S. Shidrang (Dashtizadeh 
2006a, 2006b, 2006c; Shidrang 2004; Zarei and Karami 2005). We welcome our Japa- 
nese colleagues to this endeavor. 

I expect most archaeologists interested in the Paleolithic of Iran in general and Fars in 
particular to find this volume a useful early step in the new era of Paleolithic field 
research in Fars. 
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